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AMENDMENT 

Please amend the application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 9, 13, 19, 21, 22, 29, 37, 42, 44, 45, 52, 56, 
59, 66, 69, 76, 80, 83, 84, 87, and 89 as follows: 



1 . (AMENDED) An apparatus for d^ter^riining a discoy^Tfor a customer of a retail 
establishment, said apparatus comprising- 

an input device for generating a^fdeptlfier feignal indicative of a customer's 




identification; and 

a signal processing^sy^tefjh ifesponsiv^tb said identifier signal, and having 
memory for storing signals including pro^r^m signals defining an executable process 
for retrieving from tytemory a first Vhscount awarded to the customer and, calculating a 
second discount based on a predefined time period from signals stored in said 
memoryjndicative of a date of a last visit of the customer to the retail establishment 
and [a] the first discount. 



3. (AMENDED) The apoaratusM^faim 1, wherein said input device includes at 
least one of a bar code scahm^foeylaB [for scanning an encoded bar code], a 
magnetic storage [mediu^rlfcle%efBnd an optical storage [medium] device. 



5. (AMENDED) The apparam^dl^laim 1, wherein said process determines said 
second discount upon exmratfon of said c/re-defined time period, wherein said pre- 
defined time period ^e^ins at ^^-djefmed date. 




Application No. 09/049,297 
Attorney Docket No.: 98-007 



PATENT 



8. (AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said process determines^aid 
second discount by decreasing said [second] first discount to a pre-defipecr minimum 
discount if said date of said lasii visit i^sprior to said pre-defined tifrte period. 



9. (AMENDED) [The apparatus of claim 1 ,] AP^pparatus for determining a 
discount for a customer of a [detail e^t^^^r^^B\6 apparatus comprising: 

an input device for gen^rating^l^entifier signal indicative of a customer's 
identification; and 

a signal processing s\ 



A 



responsive tO/said identifier signal, and having 



memory for storing sigrffi^ inclujdirVg program/signals defining an executable process 
for calculating a second discoun^^^Qi^a predefined time period from signals 
stored in said rpe'mory indicative ofV cfete of a last visit of the customer to the retail 
establishment and a first discount, 

wherein said process updates said date of said last visit of the customer with a 
date/of a present visit of the customer to the retail establishment; and to update said 
firet discount with said second discount. 



1 3. (AMENDED) [The apparatus of claim 1 ,] Xn apparatus for determining a 
discount for a customer of a retail establishm ent, said apparatus comprising: 

an input device for generating an ij2fentifi^r signal indicative of a customer's 
identification; and 



aitfldc 



a signal processing system responsive to saicf identifier signal, and having 
memory for storing signals inclgding program signals defining an executable process 
for calculating a second discount based on a predefined time period from signals 
stored in said memory indicative of a date of a last visit of the customer to the retail 
establishment and a first/aiscount, 
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wherein saidprocess furftjerjj 
first discount enanged. 



sses a date indicative of the last time said 



16. (AMENDED) An apparatus for determining a discount for a customer, the 
apparatus comprising: 

an input device for generating an identifier signal indicative of ajDrsHJSnditional 
discount and a first date indicative of an expiration date of $aidrws\ conditional 
discount; and 

a signal processing systeni resDpn^iVe to safol identifier signal, and having 
memory for storing signals incl^ingprogram signals defining an executable process 
for calculating a first earnjjd^scounV based on^ pre-defined time period from signals 
[indicative of] stored^rfsaid memorysindicative of said first conditional discount and 
said first date; for calculating a seconcNconditional discount by increasing said first 
earned discount by a pre-defined value; and for generating a second identifier 
indicaji^e of said second conditional discount and a second date indicative of an 
expiration of said second conditional discount. 



19. (AMENDED) [The apparatus of clajm 16j \An apparatus for determining a 



discount for a customer, the apparatus comprising: ^ 

an input device for generating an identifier signal indicative of a first conditional 



discount and a first date indicative 





said first conditional 



discount; and 

a signal processing systerp^fesponbive to said identifier signal, and having 



for calculating a first j&^fned discount basqd on a pje<clefined time period from signals 
stored in said jp^mory indicative of ssfrid first-conditional discount and said first date; 
for calculating a second conditional discount by increasing said first earned discount 



memory for storing signalsjri^ludingl program signals de/ihing an executable process 



\ 
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by a pre-defined value; and for generating a secondjdefmfier indicative of said second 




conditional discount and a secor 



five of an expiration of said second 



conditional discount, 

wherein said proc^s^eterWines said fh&t earned discount is equal to said first 
conditional discoun^decreased by aOpre^defined value if said first date occurs outside 
of said pre-defirfed time period. 



21 . (AMENDED) The apparatus-ojclaim 1 6, wherein said jpptit device includes at 
least one of a bar code scannirig device] [for scannincj^arfencoded bar code], a 
magnetic storage device [medium], [orl ^nd aj><*ptical storage [medium] device . 



22. (AMENDED) A con^jter^eficoded with computer program code for: 

receiving an identifiep^fepresentative oLfthe] a customer; 

accessing data^^resp^nsis^to sajd'laentifier, from memory relating to the 
customer, a date ofa last visit of^jaj lhe customer to the retail establishment, and a 
first discount associated with the ci^toLer and; 

determining a second discount based on said first discount and a relationship of 
said date of said last visit of the customer and a pre-defined time period. 



29. (AMENDED) [The compdter of claim 22, the computer prpgram code further 
for:] A computer encoded with computer program cgcteiOf: 
receiving an identifienrepresenjEa^^ 

accessing data, in res\onseJe^aid identifier), from memory relating to the 
customer, a date of a last vjsttly a customer to thp retail establishment, and a first 
discount; 

determ>t1ng a second discoy^ba'secl on said first discount and a relationship of 
said datg/dfsaid last visit of the customer and a pre-defined time period; 
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updating said date of saidltast N^HSfthe^ustomer with a date of a present visit 
of the customer to the retail esjateti^nment; and/ 

updating saidjirst^iscount wjth^gid second discount. 



37. (AMENDED) The compute 
is encoded in at leas t one of^SKDar 
storage medium. 



1m 22v wherein said identifier [comprises an] 
)db\a magnetic storage medium, and an optical 



42. (AMENDED) [The computer of claim 39,] A computer encoded with computer 
program code for: 

receiving a first identifier indicat ive of a firs^ conditional discount and a first date 




representative of the expiration of saig first conditional disjcount; 

determining a first earned discount in acpordan^with said first conditional 
discount and said first date occurring time period; 

determining a second conditioVia\discount by greasing said first earned 
discount by a pre-defined value^artd^ \^ 

generating a second idprltifier indicatives said second conditional discount 



and a second date representative of the\ex|piration of said second conditional 
discount, 

wherein determining said first earned discount comprises decreasing to said 
first conditipfial discount by a pre-defined value if said first date occurs outside of said 
pre-defirfed time period. 



44. (AMENDED) TheVomp 




im 39, wherein said first and second identifier 



[comprises an] are encqde ^n at least onefof a bar code, a magnetic storage medium, 
and an optical stoj^ge medium^ 
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45. (AMENDED) A storage medium jencodeq with machine-readable computer 
program code for: 

receiving an identifier representative jerr [the] a cagiomBr; 
accessing data, in response to^said identifier, froiYi memory relating to the 
customer, a date of the last visit q^affr^ custom£j>to the retail establishment, and a 
first discount associated \#itKlhe custoirfek and 

determinin^a^econd discount basbffl on said first discount and a relationship of 
said date of said last visit of the customer and a pre-defined time period. 



52. (AMENDED) [The storagejpeclium of claim 45, the computer program code 
further for:] A storage mediurp'encoded vyith machine-readabl^ogfnputer program 



code for: 




receiving an identifier representative of tfyfr€ustomer; 

accessing data, ii^ response t^aij^iaeiltifter, from memory relating to the 
customer, a date of the lask visit of^K^ustomer to th)e retail establishment, and a first 
discount; 

determining a s$edhd\jis(^unt based oy( said first discount and a relationship of 
said date of said l^t visit of the, customer ajao a pre-defined time period; * 

updatin^said date of saidWt vfeiTof the customer with a date of a present visit 
of the cusjtomer to the retail establishment; and 

jpdating said first discount with said second discount. 



56. (AMENDED) [The storage medium of ctehji 45, the computer program further 
for:] A storage medium encoded with marine-readable computer program code for: 
receiving an identifier representative of mecustomer; 
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accessing data, in response to saicyidentifier, from memory relating to the 
customer, a date of the last visit of a customer retail establishm ent, and a f irst 
discount; 

determining a second discount basecf^jvsatff first discount and a relationship of 
said date of said last visit of the customer and a pre-defined time period; and 
accessing a date indicative of said last time said first discount changed. 



& 



4 



59. (AMENDED) The storage medium 



r?5, wherein said identifier 



[comprises an] is encoded as at le^frtnie of a barcode, a magnetic storage medium 
and an optical storage medi 




66. (AMENDED) [The storage medium of claim 63,] A storage medium encoded 
with machine-readable computer program code for: 

receiving a first identifier indicative of a first conditiongldtscount and a first date 



representative of the expiratipfi of s^id first coi^tip^ 

determining a first earned discount jp^ccord a nee with said first conditional 
discount and said first date opcurring^^ pre-defined time period; 

determining a second^pndi^nal discount by increasing said~first earned 

discount by a pre-defined v^fge; and 

^ \ 

spcond idf 



generating a s^ 



tifier indicative of said second conditional discount 



and a second daJ^representatiVe\of they^xpiration of said second conditional discount 

earned discount comprising decreasing to said 
first conditional discount by a pre-defined value if said first date occurs outside of said 
pre-defined time period. 



69. (AMENDED) 



a discount for a custom 




machine-implemented method for determining 
retail establishment, said method comprising: 
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receiving an identifier representative of the customer; 

accessing data, in resporise to said/identifie^ relating to the 

customer, a date of the last visit o^acyslame^ retail establishment, and a first 
discount associated with thg^^tomer ; [and] 

determining^s^cond discount based ojK said first discount and a relationship of 
said dateof^aid last visit of the custe^er^fTd a pre-defined time period ; and 

outputting the second discount s 



76. (AMENDED) [The method of claim 69, further comprising:] A data processing 
machine-implemented metho^ftor^Btermining a discount for a cusjofrfer of a retail 



establishment, said method comprisinc 



receiving an identifie 



customer, a date of the last 
discount; 

determining a secj 



Stomer; 



accessing data, in response to^i(tj€t€ntifier^from memory relating to the 



said date of said lastvisit of the 




jit of # djstomer to the cbtail establishment, and a first 
jnt based on sjmd first discount and a relationship of 



er and/a pre-defined time period; 



updating said date of said last vi§^of the customer with a date of a present visit 
of the customer to the retail establishment; [and] 

updating said first discount with said second discount ; and 
^ outputting the second discount . 



80. (AMENDED [The method of cla^m 6&> further comprising:] A data processing 
0^ machine-implemented method for determining a discount for a customer of a retail 



establishment, said method comprising: 

receiving an identifier representative of the customer; 
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accessing data, in response to said identifier, from memory relating to the 
customer, a date of the last visit of a customer to the retail establishment, and a first 



discount; 

determining a second discount bafeed 
said date of said last visit of the customer an 




Irst discount and a relationship of 



defined time period; 



outputting the second discount;/and 

accessing a date indicative of the last time said first discount changed. 



83. (AMENDED) The method of claim 68?wherein said identifier [comprises^mj is 
encoded as at least one of a bar code, 9/magnetrtp storage medium and ^fToptical 
storage medium. 

84. (AMENDED) [The] A data-proces^ing^ach^ method of 
determining a discount for a customer; tWViethopk€omprisinc 

receiving a first identifier indicative^ ofX"rst conditional discount and a first date 
representative of the expiration of said^fifst conditional discount; 

determining a first earned jJr^count in,accordanjz!e with said first conditional 
discount and said first date oeojrring within a^preJef^fined time period; 

determining a see6nd conditional discouruliy increasing said first earned 
discount by a pre-p^fined value; [and] 

generaWig a second identifier indicative of said second conditional discount 
and a secdnd date representative of the expiration of said second conditional 
discojtfnt ; and 

outputting the second discount . 
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87. (AMENDED) [The method of clainpk84,] A data-processing machine- 
implemented method of determining a ,aiscoqnt for a customer; the method 
comprising: / 

receiving a first identifier indicative of aj first condition^dis count and a first date 
representative of the expiration of s.qid first .^nditi^n^discount; 



determining a first earned diLfoun 



determining a second condi; 



n a i gpdfda 



rdanae with said first conditional 



discount and said first date occurring \witl>k1^pre-defipfed time period; 



discount t)y increasing said first earned 



discount by a pre-defined valu^ 

generating a seTOt^d^entifi^inhfcative of said second conditional discount 
and a second date representative of the expiration of said second conditional 
discount; and f 

outpuffing the second discount, 

wherein said first earned discount is equal to said first conditional discount 
decreased by a pre-defined valu^if^aid first date occurs outside of said pre-defined 
tirpe period. 



89. (AMENDED) The method ofd^tm 84, wh^fein said first and second identifier 
[comprises an] are encoded s^aK[east one of a/ 6ar code, a magnetic storage medium 
7^ and an optical storage radium. 
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